
inishing off the year 2010 with new initiatives, new territories and new team
members, the Asia Society for Social Improvement and Sustainable Transfor-
mation (ASSIST) is all-geared up to face 2011.

ASSIST in India
First significant move was the establishment of an ASSIST office in Chennai, India. This
does not only facilitate communication with Indian partners but is also a strategic step to
extend partnership networks in the South Asian region. Executive Director Platosen Sama-
rasam is now working with new partners in India, while Ms. Lisa Aldrian, ASSIST Program
Manager formerly based in Manila, moved in to India to pursue Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPPs).

PPPs, EU Projects granted
Second gear to strengthen ASSIST presence in Asia was the acquisition of 15 new projects
which increased the number of ongoing projects to 22. Nearly half of all current projects
are so-called co-funded and implemented by ASSIST in cooperation with German or West-
ern European private companies or their subsidiaries in developing or emerging countries,
with funding received from German development aid organizations.

Furthermore, ASSIST has also been entrusted with new action grants funded by the Euro-
pean Union (EU) and by system organizations of the United Nations (UN) such as UNEP
and UNIDO. The current number of projects funded by these multilateral bodies is there-
fore higher than ever, with four and three projects respectively.

Most of the ongoing projects have a strong focus on sustainable transformation and help
participating companies implement future-oriented business approaches, such as energy
and resource efficiency, responsible consumption and production, food safety, data secu-
rity, quality management and sustainability reporting. Currently, two projects deal with
social improvement areas, more specifically with the empowerment of women victim sur-
vivors of domestic violence and with gender-sensitive justice and healing. The geographic
region in which the ongoing projects are implemented is limited to Asia. The majority of
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emonstrating
how technol-

ogy can be an ef-
fective tool for
promoting devel-
opment, ASSIST
Group Managing
Director Sreenivas
Narayanan spoke
on the merits of
eLearning at the

NGO Connection Day held last February 24, 2011 at the
Dusit Thani Hotel, Makati City.

Organized by Microsoft to forge partnership with the non-
profit world and discuss the experiences of NGO software
grantees, the event was participated in by 95 representatives
from 61 organizations. Presentations discussed how NGOs can
benefit from cloud computing for NGOs, Microsoft programs
such as Office 2010 and SharePoint, Social Media Strategy, and

CRM.

For his part, Sreenivas discussed how eLearning can help cre-
ate the ideal learning experience. Through this strategy, infor-
mation can be accessed anytime and anywhere, the method is
relevant to end user, the pace is adjusted according to the
needs of the student, and opportunities are made available for
collaborating with peers.

He also debunked the myths that surround eLearning, and
explained that the approach is cheaper than classroom train-
ing, promotes human interaction and may be implemented
easily using templates and with the help of low-cost outsourc-
ing development and hosting service providers. Likewise, he
explained that blended learning is fast becoming the standard
in the education sector.

In the end, Sreenivas showed that eLearning is an ideal tech-
nological intervention for education. Through its multiplier
effect as well as its ability to scale up the outputs of develop-
ment effort, it can play a vital role in efforts to achieve sustain-
ability.

ASSIST Managing Director Speaks at Microsoft’s NGO Connection Day

D

SSIST’s Responsible Production Learners and Trainers Compan-
ion, was featured in the Responsible Production and Risk

Management Workshop held by the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) in cooperation with the GREEN (Institute for Geo
-Resources and Environment) and the National Institute of Advanced
Industrial Science and Technology (AIST) last March 24 to 25, 2011 in
Siam City Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand.

ASSIST Group Managing Director Sreenivas Narayanan presented the bene-
fits of utilizing the knowledge product to support training, awareness raising
and communication. Also known as the RP Companion, the tool is an interac-
tive software-based training and communication package that can be used
by presenters, trainers and trainees to raise awareness to the benefits of the
approach and to guide RP users through some of the most important tools in
the RP Toolkit.

The RP Companion also contains multimedia resources such as videos and
presentations on chemical risk management and other interactive tools de-
veloped by UNEP, ASSIST, BIPRO and AccountAbility.

UNEP-GREEN/AIST’s workshop also featured presentations on new tools for
industrial risk management such as AIST’s Geo-Environmental Risk Assess-
ment System (GERAS), risk assessment of ozone and climate friendly tech-
nologies, and the incorporation of responsible production in the develop-
ment agenda of local communities.

UNEP-GREEN/AIST Responsible Production
and Risk Management Workshop
features ASSIST Knowledge Product

A

Above: Screenshots of UNEP-ASSIST
Responsible Production Toolkit
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ROBUSTPHIL holds Best Practices Forum on Disaster and Crisis Management

n partnership with TÜV Rheinland, Asia Society for
Social Improvement and Sustainable Transforma-
tion (ASSIST) ROBUSTPHIL (Resilient Organizations

Built for Sustained Transformation of Philippines) organ-
ized a Best Practices Forum last February 15, 2011 at the
New World Hotel Manila.

The event served as a venue for selected enterprises to present
their experiences, challenges and best practices on disaster and
crisis management operations, and was well-attended by rep-
resentatives from mission critical enterprises which were bene-
ficiaries of the program, as well as guests from the government,
non-profit organizations and academic institutions.

Participants include the PNP Civil Security Group, German-
Philippines Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Office of Civil
Defense, Philippine National Red Cross and the University of
the Philippines. They received an eLearning tool kit as well as a
certificate of compliance, which will allow them to propagate
the knowledge learned to many others.

ROBUSTPHIL is a unique Public-Private Partnership (PPP) pro-
gram jointly developed and funded by DEG of Germany and
TÜV Rheinland Philippines, Inc. as a concrete step to make mis-
sion critical enterprises resilient in the face of calamity threats.

The PPP recognizes that businesses can suffer greatly with the
country’s vulnerability to disasters and catastrophes. Indeed,
the Philippines is in the epicenter of natural (earthquake, vol-

canic eruptions, typhoons, floods, etc.) and man-made disas-
ters, ranking 9 out of 229 countries in the Natural Disaster Risk
Index for 2010. Citizens can experience prolonged agony when
some mission critical enterprises are not able to get back on
their feet soon after a calamity.

To address this issue, 10 selected enterprises were equipped
with the know-how on best practices and international stan-
dards such as Enterprise Risk Management (ERM), Information
Security Management System (ISMS) and Business Continuity
Management (BCM) for 14 months. The program also provided
awareness on disaster and crisis preparedness to various or-
ganizations, both public and private.

Parties interested in obtaining a free copy of the eLearning
toolkit may contact Ms. Pinky Villacrusis or Mr. Alexander Go of
TÜV Rheinland at 812.8887 or email
pinky.villacrusis@phl.tuv.com.

I
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EOs and decision-makers from the banking, finan-
cial services, telecommunications and hospitality

industries, among other sectors, gathered for the
SHielding Income and Financial Transactions (SHIFT) Pro-
ject Launch last March 16 at the Hotel Dharmawangsa in
Jakarta, Indonesia.

Co-financed by DEG and implemented by ASSIST and TÜV
Rheinland Indonesia, SHIFT is a Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) that seeks to maintsream information security measures
in the market. It drew interest especially in Indonesia, which
ranks as the second worst country in terms of dealing with
credit card fraud.

The Project Implementors planned to hold training activities to
build the local capacity in this field, and create ripple effect in
the market. Among such activities are technical training and
certification programs focusing on information security (ISO
27001 & PCI DSS), which will be conducted in April or May in
Jakarta and Bali. Ten interested companies will be selected on
May and technical assistance will be provided to align their

systems and processes with ISO 27001 and PCI DSS standards.

Present during the launch were Mr. Sathappan Sathappan, AS-
SIST Projects and Grants Management Director, Mr. How Kang
Yit of TÜV Rheinland Malaysia Security Audits and Assessments,
and Mr. Muhammad Bascharul Asana and Mr. Nicolas Pitet,
President Director and Deputy General Manager Business De-
velopment of TÜV Rheinland Indonesia, respectively.

C

ASSIST launches SHIFT Project in Indonesia



rAT (Gruppe Angepasste Technologie), Asia Society for
Social Improvement and Sustainable Transformation
(ASSIST), Palawan Council for Sustainable Development

(PCSD), CIEMAT-Plataforma Solar de Almeria (PSA), Spain,
and Philippine
Green Building
Council (PhilGBC),
conducted the
Local Promoters’
Training for Zero
Carbon Resorts
(ZCR) Project last
March 10, 2010 at
the St. Giles Hotel,
Makati City.

The ZCR Project
was launched in
2010 through the
support of the
European Union,
with the goal of
enabling tourism Small and Medium Enterprises in the Philip-
pines to implement energy-saving measures and switching to
renewable energy.

Through the training, the Project Consortium aimed to equip
promoters with the knowledge they need to encourage mem-
bers of the tourism industry to adopt the recommendations
under the ZCR guidelines.

Among the participants were resort owners, representatives
from the Department of Tourism (DOT) and Department of
Science and Technology, non-government organizations advo-
cating environmental issues, and suppliers of renewable en-
ergy products.

Ms. Arlene Alipio, Officer in Charge of the DOT Standards De-
velopment Division welcomed the participants in behalf of the
DOT Undersecretary and lauded the efforts of the ZCR Project
Consortium to promote sustainability in the tourism industry.

Speakers include GrAT Chairman and ZCR Project Lead Dr.
Robert Wimmer, Dr. Diego Cesar Alarcon-Padilla of PSA, the
largest European center for research, development and testing
of concentrating solar technologies, Mr. Butch Tan of Puerto

Pension and Daluyon
Beach and Mountain
Resort in Palawan,
Engr. Eric Raymundo,
GrAT senior technical
expert, and Ms. Mar-
geret Neena, ASSIST
Project Manager.

Dr. Wimmer explained
the project details and
the role of promoters,
while Dr. Alarcon-
Padilla discussed the
fundamentals of en-
ergy and why renew-

able energy is a vi-
able alternative to

the current sources. Meanwhile, Engr. Raymundo shared the
contents of the Handbook produced by the ZCR Project part-
ners, which outlines the changes that owners of resorts and
recreational facilities can adopt to promote sustainable prac-
tices.

Ms. Margeret Neena demonstrated how to use the project
website, which will serve both as a database and a communi-
cation platform among members of the network. Finally, Mr.
Tan discussed the changes he has begun to implement in his
resorts as an active member of ZCR’s Frontier Group 1. These
include the installment of solar-powered lighting, louvers, wa-
ter sprinkler system and other energy-saving contraptions.

Before the Manila event, ZCR Project Implementers also held a
similar training targeting the local companies, engineers,
building and facility managers, as well as hotel and resort staff
members in Puerto Princesa, Palawan. Gov. Abraham Kahlil
Mitra graced the event.

Zero Carbon Resorts Project conducts Local Promoters’ Training

G

Participants gathered last March 10 for the ZCR Local Promoters Training in Manila.

Clockwise from bottom left: Palawan Gov. Mitra speaks with members of the project team; Dr.
Zimmer introduces the ZCR project to Manila participants; Dr. Alarcon-Padilla discusses the basics
of energy; Organizers pose for a photo with all Palawan-based attendees.
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o strengthen the campaign to end Violence Against
Women and their Children (VAWC) through the USE RA
9262 project, the Asia Society for Social Improvement

and Sustainable Transformation (ASSIST) and the Women’s
Crisis Center (WCC) organized a focused group discussion
(FGD) and a round table discussion (RTD) last February 16 to
18, 2011 and March 23 to 25, 2011.

Non-government organizations and social workers partici-
pated in the FGD on the first day and representatives of gov-
ernment institutions belonging to the Regional Inter-Agency
Committee on Anti-Trafficking and Violence Against Women
and Their Children (RIACAT-VAWC) joined in for the Duty Bear-
ers’ RTD on the subsequent days. Held at the Sulo Riviera Ho-
tel in Quezon City and Apo View Hotel in Davao City, the
events gathered participants from Luzon, and Visayas and
Mindanao (Vis-Min), respectively.

RIACAT-VAWC comprises different government agencies con-
cerned with the implementation of the Anti-VAWC law, includ-
ing the Department of Social Welfare and Development, the
Department of Interior and Local Government, and the Philip-
pine National Police.

The discussions sought to identify the gaps in the implementa-

tion of the "Anti-Violence against Women and Their Children
Act of 2004 (R.A. 9262)." Participants tackled the common
problems experienced by victims in accessing their rights, such
as the difficulty in obtaining protection orders from the baran-
gay offices or the court. Protection orders are supposed to
provide immediate help to victims of violence by preventing
the perpetrators from hurting them again.

WCC Executive Director Theresa Balayon explained that these
gaps between the promises of R.A. 9262 and the experiences
of survivors underscore the importance of a close collabora-
tion among service providers, duty bearers and survivors.

In addition, they discussed how the stakeholders can
strengthen their institutions’ response and programs toward
the elimination of VAWC, with reference to the Gap Assess-
ment Report consolidated by ASSIST and WCC from the period
of 2005 to the present.

Ms. Balayon reiterated that for the government and for the
Fiipino people to walk the straight path, there must be a radi-
cal change in the society’s normative views of gender roles,
leaning toward more sensitivity and gender balance.

please turn to next page

On USE RA 9262’s 2nd year

Advocacy against VAWC heightened

T

The Luzon event was
participated in by
representatives from
the Philippine Infor-
mation Agency, UP
Center for Women's
Studies, Department
of Social Welfare and
Development, Depart-
ment of the Interior
and Local Govern-
ment, Department of
Education, Philippine
Ports Authority, NCR
Police Office, Philip-
pine National Police
Women's and Chil-
dren's Protection Cen-
ter and many
women’s organiza-
tions.
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USE R.A.9262 or Undertaking Survivors’ Experiences (in accessing)
R.A. 9262, a two-year research, capacity-building, and networking
project, is funded by the European Instrument for Democracy and
Human Rights (EIDHR) of the European Commission.

“The program is currently in its second year and all these consulta-
tions with various stakeholders regarding the gaps in the implemen-
tation of the law are carefully being facilitated by WCC and ASSIST
because we want something fruitful to come out of it, a strong net-
work of gender sensitive non-State and State actors who are bent on
eliminating VAWC,” shared by Ms. Sheena Opulencia, USE R.A. 9262
Project Manager.

The organizers also emphasized that violence takes on many forms –
physical, psychological and economic, making it imperative for duty
bearers to find ways to respond in a holistic manner. To promote
awareness on these, as well as other issues concerning the Anti-
VAWC campaign, ASSIST and WCC promised to hold small group
discussions in the communities.

Opulencia also reminded the participants that for the project to suc-
ceed, it needs the full support and cooperation of everyone, as more
activities for the final year of project implementation are well under-
way.

Participants for the Vis-Min event include representatives from the
Philippine National Police, National Bureau of Investigation, Depart-
ment of Interior and Local Government, regional offices of the De-
partment of Social Welfare and Development, ministries and organi-
zations focused on the issues of women and children.

from page 5: Advocacy against VAWC... New structure, new commitments

ASSIST designates new directors,
project managers

trengthening the Research and Knowledge
Management (RKM), Projects and Grants
Management (PGM), and the operations in

the Mekong Region, ASSIST has appointed a new
set of directors and fortified its program thrusts
across its units, February 2011.

Mr. Narayanan Sreenivas, ASSIST Group Managing
Director, after a series of consultation and evalua-
tion with Mr. Platosen Samarasam, Executive Di-
rector, selected Mr. Sathappan Sathappan as Direc-
tor for Projects and Grants Management, Ms.
Sheena Carmel Opulencia as Director for Research
and Knowledge Management, and Mr. Aru David as
Director for Mekong Region.

Sathappan was previously the Project Manager for
Public and Private Partnerships (PPPs) and other
projects relevant to Sustainable Transformation
across the region. He has been working with the
ECCI Group and with his extensive background on
partnerships with international companies and
funding agencies, he is now tasked to lead the PGM
unit and improve project acquisition and delivery
strategies.

On the other hand, Opulencia has been managing
two ASSIST projects funded by the European Instru-
ment for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) on
Women’s Rights. She has taken the lead in the de-
velopment of ASSIST Now!, the official newsletter
of ASSIST. Aside from managing the projects, she
has also been assisting in the content development
of ASSIST collaterals and aligned her PGM roles
with the Partnership and Network Management
(PNM).

Aru, after taking the lead in several initiatives in
Vietnam and Cambodia, has been designated as
the Director for ASSIST operations in the Mekong
Region. He has been managing ASSIST PPPs and
donor-funded projects in the region, which in-
cludes Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. A trainer and
consultant, he is also the Program Director of the
Government of Vietnam on the CMMI funding pro-
ject.

“The ASSIST Structure is now in full circle with a
stronger team and leadership. We hope that our
new Directors will live up to our expectations and
that they will continue to strive hard for more op-
portunities and success for ASSIST,” said Mr.
Sreenivas.

S
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EQUIPBPO holds Awareness Course on Information Security,

Quality and Health and Safety Standards

sia Society for Social Improvement and Sustain-

able Transformation (ASSIST) and TÜV Rheinland,

partners under the EQUIPBPO (Enhanced QUality and

Information security Program for Businesses and Pro-

fessionals in the Outsourcing sector), conducted an

awareness training on the ISO 9001:2008, ISO

27001:2005, and Occupational Health & Safety Advi-

sory Services (OHSAS) last February 28 to March 2,

2011 at the TÜV Rheinland in Makati City.

ISO 9001:2008 is the most widely recognized international

standard for Quality Management, which provides guidance

for documentation requirements for an effective quality man-

agement system. The course introduced the basic principles of

Quality Management and ways through which organizations

can control and continuously improve product quality and/or

service performance.

Meanwhile, ISO 27001 is a set of guidelines for Information

Security System, which is necessary to help protect critical

business activities and processes in times of disasters and ca-

tastrophes. The EQUIPBPO project team helped the partici-

pants understand, assess and address the Information Secu-

rity Risks within their organization.

Finally, the training covered the basics of and the interna-

tional best practices on health and safety, based on the OH-

SAS 18001 standard. Participants learned steps for Hazard

Identification and Risk Assessments, as well as risk mitigation

measures.

The course was facilitated by Raj Kumar, a Senior Process Con-

sultant from the Environmental Compliance Consultants Inter-

national (ECCI) with extensive experience and exposure on

Information Security and Quality Management Systems, Vul-

nerability Assessments, Business Continuity Management and

Capability Maturity Model Integration (CMMI). Raj has been

trained and certified on many modalities including but not

limited to Ethical Hacking, ISO Family of Standards and IT Ser-

vice Continuity Management.

ECCI is known in the region for its expertise in knowledge ac-

quisition, development, packaging and dissemination, quality,

productivity, risk management, information technology, envi-

ronment, health and safety, human resource and organiza-

tional development. Meanwhile, TÜV Rheinland is a leading

global provider of technical services, operating in 490 loca-

tions in 61 countries.

A
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hrough its State of the World’s Children Report
(SOWC) for 2011, the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF)-Philippines led by Country Repre-

sentative Vanessa Tobin revealed alarming trends
among adolescents in its press launch held last March 2,
2011 at the Sulo Riviera Hotel in Quezon City.

Entitled Adolescence: An Age of Opportunity, the report recog-
nizes that while there had been marked progress in the promo-
tion of the well-being of children under 10, there is less signifi-
cant development in the efforts to reach out to the older age
group, which comprises 1.2 billion adolescents all over the
world.

SOWC shows that among the threats to the future of today’s
adolescents are armed conflicts, rapid urbanization, climate
change, global economic recession and rising unemployment.
Nine out of ten belong to the developing world, and millions
have no access to basic social services such as health care and
education, and become victims of abuse and exploitation.

In addition, the
report reveals that
almost half of the
world’s adolescents
who should be in
secondary school
are not able to
study, and become
vulnerable to traf-
ficking and recruit-
ment into armed
groups. About 150
million young people
5 and 14 years old are
engaged in child la-
bor. In the Philippines,
topping the list of sad
news for adolescent
health is the rise in number of HIV/AIDS cases, especially
among youth engaging in male to male intercourse, as dis-
cussed by Dr. Enrique A. Tayag of the National Epidemiology
Center.

Representatives from the Department of Education, an NGO
BALUTI (Batang Laging Umiiwas sa Tiyak na Impeksyon), and
Congress then discussed their campaigns to promote the health
and well-being of adolescents especially in relation to HIV/
AIDS. For BALUTI, one such effort is the screening of an interac-
tive video dubbed Power of You, which depicts the dilemmas of
adolescents, including pre-marital sex.

Despite these disheartening trends, UNICEF notes that adoles-
cence also lends the perfect opportunities to engage the youth
in awareness and participatory campaigns to curb the rising
cases of the disease, unwanted pregnancies, malnutrition,
among other concerns to help break the cycle of poverty. UNI-
CEF thus calls on partners in the government, corporate and
development world to invest in social services that help the
adolescents in the developing countries improve their lives.

UNICEF report reveals alarming trends among adolescents

rends featured in the State of
the World Children report of
UNICEF reveal nothing less:

today’s adolescents all over the world are facing real
threats to their welfare in the form of poverty, vio-
lence, diseases, abuse and lack of access to social ser-
vices such as education and health.

In the Philippines, a key pattern was the alarming rise of HIV/
AIDS cases, especially among male homosexuals. Sadly, there
is a mountain of work to do to address the vulnerability of the

world’s children to sexually transmitted diseases, and from a
broader perspective, poverty and hunger because of lack of
population control measures. And some sectors are making
the task more difficult than it should be.

For one, the Catholic clergy is still resolute in its stand against
the use of contraceptives, which is among its main points of
contention against the Reproductive Health bill. The Church
claims that the RH bill promotes abortion even when the bill
simply outlines measures to promote maternal health and

COMMENTARY
Meg Yarcia

Addressing the problems of the world’s adolescents

T

T

please turn to next page

Unicef Country Representative Vanessa Tobin, National Epidemiol-
ogy Center Director lV Dr. Enrique A. Tayag and DepEd Director
Lolita Andrada answer questions from the press during the launch
of the SOWC 2011 report. Photo from Unicef
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COMMENTARY
Lukas Stummer

Thoughts on the
HIV/AIDS trend

he first question which came to
my mind when I thought of HIV

and AIDS was: When did I first hear of
an existing disease named HIV? And

surprisingly, the only real memory of any given information
during all my years in school was at the age of 17, when class-
mates presented their findings about HIV/AIDS during a class.

Now the question is, were people aware of the fact that they
could get infected by having unprotected sex before that pres-
entation?

I just can tell that back then most of my friends as well as my-
self were aware that “something” can happen by not using any
condoms. But I guess it was more the fear of having a baby so
early rather than the fear of getting infected by HIV.

Right now, the average age of having for the first time sex is
around 17.3 years in Austria – maybe one of quite few statis-
tics where we are close to the top. I certainly don´t know why
we are almost 2 years below the world average, but I do can
tell that people below that age do not have good knowledge
about possible diseases, and lack of information leads to inap-
propriate protection.

When I first thought of comparing Austria and the Philippines, I
thought that it is quite obvious that the Philippines would have
the higher amount of infected people, since the population of

the Philippines outweighs ours by about 10 times. Interest-
ingly, I wasn´t right.

At the end of 2009, 15,000 people were infected by the HIV
compared to an average number of 8,700 people in the Philip-
pines. 0.3% versus <0.1%. But whereas the number of AIDS
related deaths in Austria is close to zero, the Philippines is
seeing an increasing tendency throughout the last 20 years. In
a country which has up to 2 million sex workers and one of the
lowest condom usage in Asia, it is just a matter of time until
this ticking bomb explodes.

One reason for that increase is of course the lack of education,
but on the other hand it should be mentioned that institutions,
especially the church, contribute through their restrictive han-
dling of preventive measure to new infections of HIV in the
Philippines. At the end of 2010, Pope Benedict announced that
the use of condoms is acceptable if it prevents the risk of
spreading HIV. Hopefully, this is a step ahead in very conserva-
tive Catholic countries of the world.

Furthermore, I believe that sex education should become an
integral part of the duties of parents. Around 25% of young
adolescents are getting their knowledge about sex by their
parents. In addition, sex education is mandatory in Austrian
schools.

Taking a closer look on the age-groups it can be said that the
Philippines is the total opposite of Austria, since on average
Austria is becoming older (Increasing life expectancy and sta-
ble birth rate are the reasons for that). On the contrary, the
Philippines is a rather young country. Therefore, the risk of an
expanding HIV epidemic should be taken seriously. It´s now the
turn of the government and institutions to take into considera-
tion that just praying doesn´t help people to prevent HIV.

family planning through contraception. The Philippines re-
mains a greatly Catholic nation, and bishops are taking advan-
tage of the Church’s formidable influence by circulating pas-

toral letters and persuading politicians within their archdioce-
san jurisdiction.

Such a position deprives Filipino women of access to factual
and adequate information on the care of their reproductive
system, and the prevention of unwanted pregnancy. Thus far,
the clergy only sanctions the calendar method among mar-
ried couples, an unreliable means among women with irregu-
lar reproductive cycle. Many of them then turn to abortion or
the intake of abortifacient substances, which places them in
serious medical risks.

For its part, the Philippine government has also been seri-
ously lacking in its duties regarding the HIV/AIDS, and contin-

ues to succumb to the viewpoint of the Church regarding the
development of a sexuality education program for the youth.

To push for the well-being of the adolescents, and of the Fili-
pino people in general, the government should go beyond
palliatives and resolve the root causes of poverty. Corruption,
skewed wealth distribution, and a development policy that is
oriented towards labor export, and foreign investment should
have no place in a country that has great potential to progress.

T

from p. 8 Addressing the problems...
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From left to right: NGO Batang Laging Umiiwas sa Tiyak na Im-
peksyon (BALUTI_ founder Alex Sarza, Education Undersecretary
Albert Muyot, Unicef Country Representative Vanessa Tobin, Na-
tional Epidemiology Center Director lV Dr. Enrique A. Tayag and
Social Welfare Undersecretary Celia Yangco. Photo by Nonoy
Lacza of Business Mirror



from frontpage: ASSIST welcomes 2011...
projects, more than 40 % (or nine projects), is carried out in
the Philippines, followed by India with nearly 20% (or four
projects). Some initiatives in China have just commenced
while a project in Vietnam was recently accomplished.

More people, more opportunities
Aside from Sheena Carmel Opulencia, currently the Project
Manager for Social Improvement thematic areas, and Marga-
ret Neena, Partner and Networks Manager and Project Man-
ager for Sustainable Transformation, who both joined ASSIST
during the first semester, new additions to the team last No-
vember are: Paula Bianca Lapuz, Melba V. Tutor, Marivic S.
Mamaradlo, Margaret P. Yarcia and Juvy Jem Loveine J. Perez
(please see sidebar for their profiles).

ASSIST also guided two student interns from Austria, Ms.
Katharina Hofstätter (from February to July 2010) and Ms.
Andrea Weinzirl (from July to December 2010), both of them
currently pursuing their bachelor’s degree in Export-oriented

management at the IMC Krems, Austria. Currently, Lukas
Stummer of Austria is also serving as a student intern from the
University of Applied Sciences Krems, Austria.

A new team for the 24x7 Guru Philippines, an ASSIST Initiative,
has been set up to provide special learning opportunities for
the high school students in the Philippines.

Bracing for the future
As ASSIST strengthens its manpower and extends its initiative,
the team is now eyeing the founding of an ASSIST office in
Indonesia.

Mr. Narayanan Sreenivas, Group Managing Director for AS-
SIST, is also positive in establishing ASSIST presence in Africa.
“ASSIST strives to get more opportunities and provide social
improvement and sustainable transformation in Africa. The
year 2011 is a promising one for all of us, and we intend to
become bigger and better with the hope of bringing ASSIST to
the rest of the world especially for our People and our Planet.”

Paula Bianca P. Lapuz
Group Associate

Bianca has served as the National
Spokesperson and Secretary-General of
the Student Council Alliance of the Phil-

ippines as well as the Executive Director of Center for Youth
Advocacy and Networking. She is currently pursuing her MA
in Development Policy in De La Salle University – Manila.

Melba V. Tutor
Public-Private Partnership
Associate

Presently taking her Master’s De-
gree in Development Economics
from the University of the Philippines - Diliman, Melba has
extensive experience in technical proposal writing, event
management, project coordination, and policy research. She
provides logistical and some technical support in proposal
preparation, partner relations, and content development.

Marivic S. Mamaradlo
Group Associate

A graduate of Public Administration
from University of the Philippines -
Diliman, Mavic is an experienced
urban planner, administrative Officer
and policy researcher.

She has extensive experience working with local government
units, and is highly knowledgeable in project management
and administrative procedures.

Margaret P. Yarcia
Communications
and Visibility Associate

Meg is a Psychology alumna of the Univer-
sity of the Philippines – Diliman, where she
is also pursuing postgraduate education in Clinical Psychol-
ogy. She has many years of experience in journalism, creative
writing, corporate communications and development work.
She has received multiple accolades, most notably a Don
Carlos Palanca Memorial Award for Literature. Meg also
served as a Feature Editor for the Philippine Collegian, pro-
gram coordinator for an environmental NGO, senior editor
for a content development firm, and continues to volunteer
for a human rights organization.

Juvy Jem Loveine J. Perez
Projects & Grants Management
Associate

Juvy has a master's degree in Regional
Development Planning and Manage-
ment Joint Program of Technische Uni-

versitaet Dortmund, Germany and Universidad Austral de
Chile. Before that, she was a Project Relations Manager for
a local telecommunications firm, where she gained exper-
tise in customer service, and forging and maintaining busi-
ness relationships.
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