
International Co-operation to help the 
world’s most disadvantaged people
Strong international partnerships are crucial to attain 
meaningful change. With this in mind, the United Na-
tions (UN) released the Millennium Declaration of 2000, 
an important milestone in terms of international coopera-
tion around development issues. In this declaration world 
leaders agreed to eight anti-poverty goals, the so-called 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). These goals do 
not only represent human needs and basic rights that ev-
ery single person around the world should have, they are 
also the most important promise ever made to the world’s 
most vulnerable people. 

On 22 September 2010, ten years after the goals had been 
set and five years from the target date for reaching them, 
another UN Summit was held in New York. 150 Heads of 
State and Government joined by leaders from the private 
sector, foundations and civil society reviewed progress, 

assessed obstacles and gaps and adopted a global action 
plan in order to achieve the eight MDGs by 2015.

Women and children are critical to all of the MDGs. 

It was the birth of the dot com era. Second, the world took 
a serious look at Environmental awareness since Global 
Warming claims its effects.

Cris Tagayun
ECC International

The advent of Social Media and its impact on our every-
day life and the increase and impact of Mobile Telephony 
and the access it provides to all.

Narayanan Sreenivas
Group Managing Director, ASSIST

The outbreak of cutting-edge technology in our rapidly 
converging world that helped people across races and 
culture create awareness of the interconnectedness 
of our human lives (in sprawling cities or unspoilt rural 
areas) and that of the life of our planet, which in turn help 
us discover each other and ourselves and re-awaken the 
world to our roles we need to play in society to preserve 
humanity and propel us into a future full of promise. 

Carmen Albaran
GPIoS, ASSIST

For me the best thing happened in the first decade 
of the first century is the “FIRST HUG” which was 
started by an Australian man (pseudonym) “Juan 
Mann”. This became the most popular and most 
viewed in Youtube. FREE HUG is meant to be 
random acts of Kindness, selfless acts performed just 
to make others feel better. In spite of what is happen-
ing around we should always put in our mind that we 
don’t live for ourselves but we should also live for othersJ 
MEANING, don’t be selfish.  

Cherry Corro
ECCI Retail Group

SURVEY SAYS...
What is the best thing that happened in the first decade of the 
21st Century?

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality

Goal 5: Improve maternal health

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development

continued to page 6...

Former PGMA passed the Magna Carta for Women law! 
Kudos to all the Filipino women who have been deprived 
of their basic rights!

Gene Loves Acosta
ECCI Group



News

PHILIPPINES - UPDATES

INITIATIVES IN INDIA - UPDATES

                           moves forward for 2011

         calls for energy & resource 
efficiency

ASSIST in partnership with the TUV Rheinland, 
Philippines has launched this 14 month project titled 
ROBUST PHIL with the aim of educating and building 
the local capacity and implementing the comprehensive 
disaster and crisis management program for mission 
critical enterprises benchmarking international 
standards such as Information Security Management 
System (ISO 27001), Enterprise Risk Management 
(ISO 31000) and Business Continuity Management 
(BS 25999). This project is co–financed by the German 
development bank DEG which is part of the KFW group.

The PPP project aims to prepare the country’s mission 
critical enterprises to enhance their crisis preparedness 
and reduce the risk and suffering by returning to 
normalcy after disaster within a shorter span of time.

The project will launch in December 2010 in 
Manila with participation from both public and private 
sector companies mostly from utility, power etc with 
participation from government agencies, private sector, 
chambers and industry associations. Awareness trainings 
and technical seminars have been conducted for 
increasing the local capacity and technical assistance 
for implanting international standards was offered to the 
selected 10 companies under this project. The 
project is at its last phase where audits are planned at these 
companies in the months of November and December 
2010 to evaluate the effectiveness of implementation. 

As last activity, a best practice exchange forum is 
being planned in the month of January 2011 to share the 
experiences and lessons learnt and also to show case the 
success of this project. The project is moving at a right 
pace and will be completed by February 2011 with the 
completion of final reports to be submitted to DEG.

ASSIST in partnership with the TUV Rheinland, 
Philippines has launched this 2-year project titled
“ConservePHIL” to address the energy efficiency 
needs of Philippine retailers. This project is 
co –financed by GTZ.

This project goal is to enhance the access to energy and 
resource efficiency knowledge of retailers and help
retailers to improve their energy efficiency. This will 
be done through awareness sessions, technical train-
ings and by building local capacity in this field. Energy 
efficiency measures will take into account benchmarking
 the  international standards such as ISO 50001, EN 16000
 etc.

The program’s operational strategy was discussed with 
GTZ officials last September 2010 and the program will 
be launched on October 2010 in an event organized by 
the Philippine Retailer Association who will be also 
one of the partners in implementation of this program.

ASSIST in partnership with the German company UL 
Management Systems Solutions launched a 16 month 
project titled “SECURE Gujarat” on chemical safety 
management in the Indian state of Gujarat. This project 
is co –financed by the German development bank 
DEG which is part of the KFW group. The project 
shall be based on UNEP’s Responsible Production 
framework and shall target SMEs handling / storing/
transporting and using chemicals.

Considering the fact that the state of Gujarat alone 
constitutes for about 30% of Petrochemicals, 50% of 
Chemicals, 90% of soda ash, 70% of salt, 85 % of Gold 

To address the challenges of BPO/ITES sector by 
building capacities at two levels – People and Process, 
ASSIST in partnership with the TUV Rheinland, 
Philippines has launched this 14 month project 
titled “EQUIP BPO”. This project is co –financed
by the German development bank DEG which is 
part of the KFW group.

This project will address the major two problems faced 
by the BPO/ITES sector in Philippines which is one of 
the major revenue generators for the country. Insufficient 
labor and scarcity of quality labor are two major problems 
facing this industry. This program will help the companies 

ASSIST, TUV Rheinland beef up Quality and 
Information Security for BPOs

ASSIST launches Responsible Drive program in 
Gujarat 

benchmark their practices against international standards 
such as ISO 9001, ISO 27001 etc and companies will be 
provided with trainings, workshops etc to enhance their 
processes. A virtual training academy will be established 
which will roll out BPO professional development 
programs to help individuals enhance their skills and 
ultimately contribute to the growth of the industry.

This program was launched in September 2010 and 
currently the company selection (10 companies which 
will be a part of this project) process is going on and the first
set of awareness trainings will be rolled out by December 
2010.

ROBUST PHIL
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INITIATIVES IN VIETNAM - UPDATES

The Comprehensive Corporate Sustainability Manage-
ment Program (CCSMP) is a PPP project co-funded by 
DEG and TUV Rheinland and implemented by ECC 
International and TUV Rheinland which started in July 
2009 and ended last September 2010.

With the objectives of creating a fundamental shift towards 
a sustainable means of doing business by reducing 
Environmental degration, Improving Social Accountabil-
ity and Work Saftey Standard as well as enterprise to gain 
better international acceptance, thereby bringing a impact 
on the People (employees, suppliers, customers) and 
Government, CCSMP was able to Inform - Provide 
information to  100 companies about “Corporare Sustain-
ability” and how can a company implement sustainable 
practices through various seminars held in Hanoi and 
HCM City; Involve - Use Train the Trainer approach to 
develop trainers in the field of “Corporate Sustainability”; 
and Implemenent - Provide technical assistance to about 
10 selected companies on how to implement corporate 

ASSIST in partnership with the TUV Rheinland, 
Guangdong has launched this 14 month project titled 
“CHINA 3E – Energy Efficiency Excellence” to lay 
the foundation for the commercial introduction of energy 
efficiency related training programs in China by 
implementing a broad, comprehensive and well-directed 
awareness and capacity building campaign” This 
project is co–financed by the German development 
bank DEG which is part of the KFW group.

In an endeavor to contribute towards eradication of child 
labour in informal sector in India, ASSIST India has 
partnered with Indian Council for Child Welfare – Tamil 
Nadu division. As a part of this initaiative, it has jointly 
proposed a project to the European Union for the same.

Over 15 Companies and another 35 stakeholders from 
industry, academe and civil society got together in city of 
Bangalore on 5th October 2010 as a part of the SHINE 
project to share the lessons learnt and best practices ad-
opted to improve environmental, health & safety and 
social accountability indicators. Over 10 companies 
shared their experiences in the forum which is a part of 
the SHINE project jointly implemented by TUV Rhein-
land India and ASSIST. The project aiming to improve 
the industrial ecology in the state of Karnataka, India was 
co financed by German development bank DEG through 
PPP facility.  

With the aim of educating the private sector and its 
extended value chain particularly at the strategic level 
to integrate corporate sustainability practices into their 
regular business activities, ASSIST in partnership with 
the TUV Rheinland, Guangdong has launched this 14 
month project titled “CHINA RATE”. 

The PPP project aims to achieve the following three 
results: (1) Equipping local trainers with the skills and 
competencies required to help companies generate 
sustainability reporting; (2) Create awareness among a 
large number of companies on the need for sustainabil-
ity reporting and how this can be a driver for change to 
low carbon strategy; and (3) Enable the participants to 
become good corporate citizens by implementing CSR 
activities and provide transparency to all stakeholders 
through sustainability reporting adhering to international 
guidelines such as GRI.

The project was launched in May 2010 in Beijing with 
participation from government agencies, private sector, 
chambers and industry associations. Promotional 
campaign materials were distributed during the launch 
to create awareness about CSR and reporting initiatives 
Also, as a part of the first phase of the project 6 awareness 
sessions of 2 days each were facilitated in the major cities 

CCSMP Vietnam gains competitive edge

CHINA RATE engages private sector for 
Corporate Sustainability

ASSIST, TUV build up on energy efficiency in 
China

ASSIST Partners with Indian Council for Child 
Welfare – Tamil Nadu

Companies share experiences in a Best 
Practice Exchange Forum

Jewellery, 80 % of diamond production of India, this 
project is greatly welcomed by the local industry 
associations and government industrial development 
board, and is expected to contribute significantly towards 
a safer environment. 
 
Project in the coming days would create awareness to over 
650 SMEs, build capacities of over 50 multiplier agents, 

sustainability management system as pilot show case for 
Vietnam.CCSMP has conducted many Train the Trainer 
programs in Hanoi and HCM City region, and selected 
10 companies from the north and south of Vietnam 
from the leather & shoe industry, textile industry and 
chemical industry. These companies were provided with 
free consulting and training services to help them imple-
ment the corporate sustainability management system, 
and they have implemented the system and prepared for 
the audit based on TUV Rheinland Star requirements by 
August and September. 

INITIATIVES IN CHINA - UPDATES

News

continued to page 6...

continued to page 6...
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Feature

A             to sustainable practices is vital to ensure a 
stable and inclusive growth.  With this as a mantra, 
ASSIST along with its partners is implementing the 
project Creating Green Philippines Islands of Sustain-
ability, popularly referred to as GPIoS and  Metro 
Manila and the surrounding CALABARZON region 
being the epicenter of the economic growth in the 
Philippines was chosen as its target location.

Green Philippines Islands of Sustainability (GPIoS) is 
an initiative funded by the European Union under 
its Switch Asia Program. The aim of this project is 
to help 500 – 700 SMEs adopt sustainable practices 
and thereby reduce their negative impact on the 
environment and reaping economic benefits. 

The methodology used for the project is based on the 
Eco Profit approach which is includes know-how 
transfer through capacity building combined with 
a system of Quality Assurance and monitoring. The 
training includes several steps of knowledge transfer 
tailored to the need of participating companies. 
The basic programs offered under this initiative 
include Eco Bonus, Eco Focus and Eco Sense. 
The companies are offered one of these pro-
grams based on the needs identified by the project 
team.  In addition to the basic program, the 

Philippines is a land of natural wonders – a string of coral-fringed islands strewn across a vast expanse of the 
western Pacific.  It is not only a tropical paradise but also one of Asia’s rapidly growing economy. According to 
International Monetary Fund report in 2009, Philippines is the 4th largest economy in Southeast Asia and 36th 
in the world by PPP (Purchasing Power Parity).  In fact in August 2010, Philippines recorded its fastest half year 
growth in 20 years.  The increased industrialization and fast growth of the Philippines, calls for a check on the 
deteriorating effects it has on the natural environment of the Philippines and on the sustainability of the industries.

project includes a Club Program which is intended
for companies that have already undergone a basic 
program. 

The project team, consisting of local and foreign 
experts, visits the participating companies to identify 
potentials and suggests appropriate measures to be 
implemented. So far, around 70 odd companies are 
already being treated under the basic program and 
another batch of companies is yet to be included 
for this year.  The companies which had participated 
in a similar initiative called Green Philippines 
Project (GPP) which was also funded by the European 
Union are included in this year’s Club Program. Apart 
for consultation, the participants are also provided 
with trainings and workshops on topics such as Cleaner 
Production, Material Flow Analysis, Corporate 
Energy Analysis, Eco – Friendly Purchasing, 
Hazardous Materials, Waste Management, Environ-
ment controlling, Environment cost  etc.  

Cognizant of the challenges brought about by natural 
risks and hazards, GPIoS intends to support national 
efforts in increasing the susceptibility of the environment 
from both natural and man-made hazards. With this 
momentous start, GPIoS is on track in its journey 
towards a Switch to Sustainable Practices.  
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ASSIST moves forward in

     commences to Year 2

Feature

After a solid year of baseline data gathering, consul-
tation and institutional strengthening, USE RA 9262 
(Undertaking Survivors’ Experiences in accessing 
RA 9262) finishes off its first year of project imple-
mentation November 2010.

The project implementers, Asia Society for Social Im-
provement and Sustainable Transformation (ASSIST) 
and the Women’s Crisis Center (WCC), accomplished 
three clusters from the Project Activities. The 
research cluster, composed of local assessment and 
rapid appraisals, compilation of Gaps Assessment 
Report, and development of the USE RA 9262 website, 
was completed in the First Quarter. The conduct of 

two project partners’ forum brought together Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao VAWC advocates and stake-
holders also as a part of the research process.

Towards the second to third quarter, the team managed 
to develop the USE RA 9262 Training Manual and 
Toolkit, and the USE RA 9262 VAWC Monitoring 
Portal. By the fourth quarter, the Training of Trainers 
and Institutional Strengthening activities were 
conducted with the participation of project partners.

A formal launch of project communication and visibility 
collaterals will be prepared for alongside initial 
findings from the USE RA 9262 Monitoring Cluster.

The Asia Society for 
Social Improvement 
and Sustainable Trans-
formation (ASSIST) 
strengthens its stance 
in promoting respect 
for the rights of wom-
en in the Philippines 
after acquiring a new 
project funded by the 
European Commission 
(EC) in partnership with
the Women Features

Service(WFS), Women’s Crisis Center (WCC) and 
Women’s Legal Education, Advocacy and Defense 
Foundation, Inc. (WomenLEAD).

With WFS as the lead organization, the consortia 
formally acquired the project entitled “Multi Stake-
holder Approach towards Mainstreaming Rights-
Based & Gender-Sensitive Justice & Healing for 
survivors of Gender Based Violence” last September 
1, 2010. The project seeks to educate & capacitate 
the various components of judicial systems so as to 
be able to deliver rights based and gender sensitive 
services with respect to violence against women 
(VAW) cases in the Philippines. 

The project is designed to target several groups 
addressing the various components of VAW. The 
project will directly target several networks including 
National Network of Family Violence Prevention 

Programs (NNFVPP), Coalition Against Trafficking in 
Women – Asia Pacific (CATW –AP) and Alternative 
Legal Groups (ALG).

The consortia held its Project Planning Meeting last 
September 13 to discuss the project management 
process as well as the event planning for the First 
Quarter of project implementation. WFS was 
represented by Ms. Ma. Olivia Tripon, Executive 
Director, Ms. Theresa Balayon, Executive Director 
for WCC, Atty. Claire AP Luczon, Executive Director 
for WomenLEAD, and Ms. Sheena Carmel Opulencia, 
Project Manager for ASSIST. Also present during the 
meeting were Ms. Minerva Maurillo and Ms. Elena 
Masilungan of WFS, and Ms. Lilian Pimentel of WCC.
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News

China is the world’s second largest energy consumer, 
second only to the United States. Its energy consumption 
has been fueled by the economic growth over the past two 
decades. China has emerged from being a net oil exporter 
in the early 1990s to become the world’s third-largest net 
importer of oil in 2006. By benchmarking international 
standards and regulations like EN 16001, ISO 50000, etc. 
local capability should be built up in trainings and work-
shops. Finally, the awareness and sensibility of public 
masses should be raised by implementing innovative 
ways of communication /education within the project. 

TÜV Rheinland along with ASSIST will advocate 
policies/laws on energy efficiency through multi 
stakeholder dialogue sessions. Furthermore, they will 
disseminate awareness though seminars and reach a 
broader set of audience through collaboration with a 
public utility company respectively large service 
providers. The project will help in building the local 
capability through technical seminars and train-the-trainer
workshops. This project is expected to be launched 
towards the end of November 2010.

ASSIST, TUV build up on energy efficiency in 
China

International Co-operation to help the world’s 
most disadvantaged people
To further emphasize this focus and to accelerate progress 
on women’s and children’s health, the UN announced ma-
jor new commitments for women’s and children’s health. 
Pledges of more than $40 billion over the next five years 
will create the potential of saving of more than 16 million 
women and children. In addition, other initiatives against 
poverty, hunger and diseases were announced.

According to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, the 
MDGs can only be achieved when national development 
programs are supported by international development 
partners. He further points out that achieving the MDGs 
will make the world more stable, more just and more 
secure.

24x7GURU.com.ph finally arrives in the Philippines as 
the FIRST and ONLY online assessment tool for Math 
and Science for students from Grade 3 to Fourth Year. 
As an online assessment tool that started successfully in 
India – 24x7GURU.com, there are now over 4.3 million 
students currently testing in South Asia, the Middle East, 
Africa, the United States, Singapore, and Malaysia.
 
24x7GURU.com.ph incorporates the Philippine 
Department of Education’s enhanced Basic Education 
Curriculum and the advanced Math and Science 
curricula of India, Singapore, and the US.

The portal allows students to take chapter-based 
or term-based tests and to evaluate their learning 
proficiency because 24x7GURU.com.ph is scientifical-
ly-designed to drill down conceptual comprehension as 
well as functional and relative clarity amongst students. 

The 24x7GURU.com.ph team is headed by Mr. Arnel Go 
- COO and Ms. Luci Nuñez – Project Manager. The team 
members are composed of Mr. Matthew Aleta – Program 
Development and Content Manager, Mr. Edgar Abad – 
Marketing Representative, Ms. Cesca Salvador and Ms. 
Gene Acosta – Group Associates.

Education that 
Reaches Anyone, 
Anywhere, Anytime

Highlights:
Sept. 15-17 – Mr. Muralidhar K.S., CEO of 24x7GURU.com visits the 
Philippines  

Sept. 22-24 – 24x7GURU.com.ph joins the 2010 Catholic Educational 
Association of the Philippines (CEAP 2010) National Convention at 
the Waterfront Hotel, Lahug, Cebu City

Sept. 27-30 – Mr. Sanjiv Gupta, Director of 24x7GURU.com meets 
with the team

of   China – Beijing, Tianjin, Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Shanghai 
and Dalian from August 2010 to September 2010. 2 
more awareness sessions are being planned in Qinghai 
and Hunan province in the month of November 2010.

After completion of awareness sessions, 5 train the train-
er sessions are being planned to be completed within De-
cember 2010 and consulting assistance will be provided 
to 5 companies for helping them to come up with their 
first GRI Compliant Sustainability Report and the project 
is expected to be completed by May 2011. This project 
is co –financed by the German development bank DEG 
which is part of the KFW group.

CHINA RATE engages private sector for 
Corporate Sustainability


